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ABSTRACT METHODS

Table 2: Characteristics of the last sexual encounter, imited to MSM who reported having sex in the three months prior

» A meta-analysis of studies that recruited MSM offline found that 40% (95%Cl 35.2-45.2%) of MSM
had used the internet to find sex partners.*

« The same analysis showed that the likelihood of unprotected anal intercourse (UAI) with male sex
partners among MSM who had used the inteet to find sex partners was higher than those who did

« Data were combined from two existing online MSM surveys, one that collected data between Oct
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Figure 4. Percentage of MSM reporting anal intercourse (Al) and unprotected anal intercourse (UAI) in the last
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Background: As HIV behavioral isk surveys and prevention activiies for men who have sex with men 2003 and March 2004, and the other from November 2004 and March 2005 Parameter White Men Black Men oy T ST rerererTel e
(MSM) move online, more information about raciallethnic differences in behavior among men
responding to online surveys s needed to target prevention messages. This analysis compared « Participants were recruited through banner ads posted on 14 different gay-oriented websites whose Number of resporcints a0 a8 -
sexual behavior between Non-Hispanic white and Non-Hispanic black MSM participating in online content ranged from news and information to sex. P e—en——— por (Qods Riton)
surveys. « O 15,359 male survey respondents, 13,002 reported having had sex with a man at least once in male 7231 96.0%) 358 67.1%)
Methods: Data were combined from two existing online MSM surveys, one from 10/03-3/04 the other from their lifetime. Of these MSM, 12,082 were from either the US or Canada. female 299 (40%) 53(129%) 15 (99.9%Cl: 1.03-2.16)
11/04-3/05. Participants were recruited through banner ads posted on a variety of gay-oriented Detaiied ics and inf boh nel k ’ Jected Pariar tpe
websites. Detailed demographics and information on behavior in the last sexual encounter were © Detailed demographics and information on behavior in the last sexual encounter were collecte main 3099 35.7%) 14202%) P0014: ot signfcant
collected. Analysis was limited to men from the USA or Canada who ever had sex with a man. o This analysis was limited to 10,079 non-Hispanic black or non-Hispanic white men from the USA or rom T el
Bivariate analysis was conducted to explore differences between Non-Hispanic white and Non- Canada who reported ever having sex with a man. mutple 65%) 8%
:—::;::g: ;:I:"c‘l;‘zn;l‘\zy respondents. Only differences significant at p<.001 were reported because of « ot anlsis vas conducie 1 cpors frencesbeoen NoHiparc e nd o Acahot i o sex 1952(226%) 114 245%) 325t ot signfcant) g 058 (999401 036:091)
Results: Of 13,002 MSM respondents, 9549 were white and 530 were black. Black men, compared to ispanic black survey respondents Drugs pror o sex. 1943 @2.4%) 820176%) P=0016! ot signfan]
white men, were younger (median age 33y vs 39y) and had lower income (57% vs 39% <$40K o For variables specific to the last sexual encounter, the analysis was limited to those participants e p——r, Pesrion Chisqured ot 2 600
annually), but were equally likely to report being HIV+ (13%) and HIV testing ever (85%) or in the last reporting sex within the three months prior to the completion of the survey. enourier 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
3 months (27%). Black men were more likely to ever have sex with women (OR 1.64; 99.9%Cl 1.18- .
2.28) and less likely to identify as gay/homosexual (61% vs. 86%, OR 0.24; 99.9%Cl 0.18-0.33) gg‘g:/: ‘gﬂ%ﬁcz“g&!ﬁ"‘; i‘repfe?gl‘:;e reported because of the large sample size. Corresponding
Regardless of race, men identifying as hetero- or bisexual were less likely to report ever HIV testing Figure 3. of the last sexual tor by lmited to reporiing sex wihin the past
than gay-identiied men (69%, 74%, and 88%, respectively). In the most recent sexual encounter 90 days. ‘
occurring within the 3 months before the study, black and white men were equally likely to use drugs RESULTS
before sex (22%) but black men were more likely to have had sex with a woman (OR 3.58; 99.9%CI N [ wntewen ] [ eackwen ]
2.13-6.03). Of men who had sex with a man in their last encounter, black men were more likely to et " . \mited Black and non Hspanic s
report anal intercourse (Al) (OR 1.5; 99.9%Cl 1.03-2.16) but less likely to have unprotected Al (OR . limi +Hispan
0.58; 99.9%Cl 0.36-0.91). e MSH rum the USA o Conal ‘ CONCLUSION
Conclusions: In this sample of MSM recruited online, demographics and HIV-related risk behavior varied Parameter White Men Black Men salpeot —
considerably by racelethnicity although self-reported HIV prevalence was similarly high (13%) for e — poom Py ox Partner .
black and white MSM. These findings demonstrate the need for more research to better understand
behavioral and cultural differences as they relate to HIV risk and to appropriately target HIV Age (medan in yoars) 39 3 peo001 e In this sample of MSM recruited online, there were significant differences in basic demographic
prevention messages online. Income <US$40,000% 3414 (38.8%) 279 (57.3%) pe000TE characteristics between Non-Hispanic black and white men: black men were younger, had lower
Lietme male soxsl parners income, were more likely to have had sex with women, and were less likely to identify themselves as
iy 4205 45.1%) a5 22%) peosort ]
51500 3749 39.3%) 161 (304%)
_ >0 1495 157%) 3464%) Gender of Sex o Self-reported HIV prevalence was relatively high for both race/ethnicity categories (13%), and both
INTRODUCTION Cietme fomals somal parrs Partner [ fifetime and recent HIV testing varied by gender identiy for both blacks and whites. MSM identifying
3671 (39.0%) 146 8%) P00t (ponmttpls?) k-4 themselves as straight/heterosexual were less likely to have HIV testing.
10 1925 52.3%) 215 (20%)
MSM, in particular Non-Hispanic Black MSM, are at high risk for HIV infection: 11100 758 6.0%) 81(15.5%) = HIV risk behavior also varied between groups. Black MSM were more likely to report anal intercourse in
 Though only 5-7% of male adolescents and adults identify themselves as men who have sex with >100 007% 19@6%) their last sexual encounter, but less likely o have unprotected anal intercourse. Blacks and whites were
men (MSM), they represent 71% of al HIV infections among male adolescents and adults in 2005." ——" e s o Sdalvlkeliclspartdng oraicaalisse progtoses
« Asurvey of 5 cities in 2005 showed that HIV prevalence among black MSM (46%) was more than oo 1173 (124%) 140(27.1%) O WizED (i) ENEEED (i (=2 (5F W) GL2Ed (1 Ui CAimar] an Giive]
twice that among white MSM (21%)2 rhatrosonsal T10(1.2%) s (124%) differences as they relate to HIV risk and to appropriately target HIV prevention messages online.
 The racial disparity in HIV infection, with higher rates among non-Hispanic black MSM, does not Reported HIV Status oot Drugs prior vt =659
appear to be explained by traditional behavioral risk factors, such as the number of sex partners, el a7t o) oty proe -
The intemet plays an increasing role in how MSM find sexual partners: e T—— REFERENCES

1GDC. HIVIAIDS Survelllance Report, 2005, V. 17. Rev ed. Atlanta: US Department of Heaith and Human
‘Services, CDC: 2007.

“GDC. HIV prevalence, unrecognized infecton, and HIV testing among men who have sex with men—five US

o e e ills, June 2004-Apri 2005. MVWR 200554:597-601
not use the internet (odds ratio 1.68; 95%Cl 1.18-2.40).¢ - . Summary of significant differences in gender identity and partner preference
Milltt G, Fiores S, Peterson J, and R Bakeman. “Explaining disparities in HIV infection among black and white
* The intemet can now be used to conduct behavioral risk surveys of MSM and to target HIV e Black men were less likely than white men to identify as gay or homosexual: ‘men who have sex with men: a meta-analysis of HIV risk behaviors.” AIDS. 2007;21:2083-2091
prevention efforts to this high-risk population.
OR 0.24 (99.9%C 0.18-0.33 P r
« Anintemet-based survey of risk behavior among MSM found that rates of UAI were 23%, and UAI ( ‘Liau A, Milett G, and G Marks. “Meta-analytic examinalion of online sex-seeking and sexualrsk behavior
was associated with being HIV-seropositive (adjusted odds ratio 2.81; 95%Cl 1.17-7.08, p<0.05).5 N e Black men were more likely than white men to have ever had sex with a woman: among men who have sex with men.” Sex Trans Diseases. 2006,33:576-584.
OR 1.64 (99.9%Cl 1.18-2.28) sGhiasson MA, Hirshfield S, Remien R, Humberstone M, Wong T, and R Wollski.°A comparison of onin and
As HIV behavioral risk surveys and prevention activities for (MSM) move online, more information = 0 EEmEETEE T T e S e G offine sexualisk in men who have sex with men. J Acquir lmmune Defic Syndr. 2007:44:235-243
about raciallethnic differences in behavior among men responding to online surveys is needed to o
{arget prevention messages o BT T ey OR 3.58 (68.9% C12.13-6.03)

The study was approved by the Institutional Review Board at MHRA.



